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At* a/ bn 4- + o 0~3A 17609 


3'i;I..«j"SCT « A trio to R OV’NO , Ukraine In August 19-^ 

SOUR'CS: F. v .io was debriefed by H. on cl August 196c after F’s 

arrival in Stockholm 


DATS 


:6 Au «ust 1962 


L. it, took Source only 5 days to get a visa through Nymani 
Sc hulz "-Travel Agency In Stockholm. 

2. On 5 August 1952 at 23.10 hrs. Source left Stockholm by , ; 
railroad and after one lay stay In WARSAW arrive! again by train 
In B2R2ST LITOVSK on 8 August 1952 at 22.00 hrs. 


In BR2ST LITCVSK Source discovered that his BSRLIN-train 
was lata and the one for KI2V had already left. Ho was told that 
he will nave to wait about 24 hours for tne next one . The Kiev train 
leaven 'only once In 24 hours from BR2ST LITOVSK. 


waiting room 
baggage he s 
and the lat. t 
long for tne 
Ukrainian an 
discovered t 
llttle , t im r - . 
took the bus 
■9 August 19-7 


Source was told that he could spend the night at the RR« 
, and was going to do so. But when he was checking hia 
t.artei a conversation with a Ukrainian working t iere 
ar advised him to take a bus Instead of waiting! so 
train.. Tne man was from ZAPORISHA, his wife was also 
.1 he was quite haooy to be able to . help Source after' he 
Hat Source was going to visit hie father and had very 
Thus instead of waiting for the KI£V train, Source 
at 8.00 hrs In the morning which left for R07N0 on 
2 . and arrived the same day at ROVR'O at 15.CC hrs. 


’••■hen Source explained to the man that he was afraid to 
take the bus because according to the regulation told him at tne 
travel agency ne had to stick to the means and root of comunlcatlon 
indicated on his' ticket, the man laughed it off as "yarund,a‘' and 
told him to go on tne bus and' there just not to do any talking with 
anybody.. Then everything would be fine. 

Source did so, he did not talk to anybody and just 
pretended to be sleepy. He admitted that he was quite afraid , 

And. he got even more frightened actualy shocked after hie arrival 
In R07N0 when he saw all the. misery all around him. The contrast 
of RO/KO, as he knew and remembered It before the war and aixo 
moreover compared, to the cities like Warsaw waa almost horrif ' 

3* In RC7N0 Source stayed at Vila fathers room, there was: 
only one be ] and Source had to sleep on the floor. As Source was 
told t vis was normal nowadays In WOLHYNIA. Next day, after his 

arrival came his cousin (Slawko) from Hungary who was employed there 
as . elec t ro -techn 1 a lan . He keot company with Source until the latters 
departure on 14 August 1962 . 

A. Source left R07N0 on 14 August 1962 by bua for BREST. 
LITOVSK at 8.00 hrs and arrived there at I 5 .OO hrs. From 9B BASSE 
LITOVSK _he went to WARSAW wnere he stayed for two davs and then 
via B SSL IN returned back to Stockholm on 19 August 1962. 
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,ou re 3 s : 'S;nt cost of his tiros in RG/h'C with his father 
.v ••* t some neighbors and had a look around in the city 
j is actually to do anything .11 ore • ha also seemed, to be 
i and overwhelmed in general by the: misery he met. Hot i 
igs (the city has been actually rebuild) as tae people 
and thoit behavior made a rather depressing impression 


■days after Source's arrival In R07N0 he was called 


0 f vo s 
among 
in the 

0 1 he r 
t aero i 


tok II 
tie 00 
s t r s e 
Soviet 
£ "our 


of nnhe was 
vino was rat t 
see" • f no 
are rig at, U 
that people 
■don' t. c a r c a 
his head and 


• COSMONAUTS ♦ A far as Source could jugde the flight 
I and 17 raised no special moreover exhuberant reaction 
oulaticn. One day Source was was walking with. his. cousin ■ 
t and tae latter asked aim whether he knew about " two 
Cosmonauts in the space' 1 .' rie mentioned also that one .of. 
a" » (he Referred to POP C7ICH ) and in his tome some element 
31 see rubble. Source »axsi» pointing at a oasslqg-by man 
er ooorly dressed .replied:" These, are your- Sputniks'’, you k 
on fin sight kept silent for a moment arid tnen said "xou 
nc 1.3, but what can we do". Later on Source told his cousin ■ 
are ;: oing. hungry and barefoot and t as bosses in Moscow 1 
bout it. but think of new Sputniks. The cousin nodded with 
ax confirmed hie views . 


n 1-0 v 


when talking to other neonle Z 


d i scove red that- 


instea } of *»nutnifes tae oeoole would ©refer/ to nave more bread, butter' 
anil meat. The fact tnat at tnat • time . some foods tuffi were almost unavail- : 
able created more anger then delight wit a Sputniks among the ooroon peopl 

o * -not C b T. XA T AND SIPTIR PRIG £3 . Tec li e normal general, 
comolaints about the food situation Source noticed no specie! reaction" 
to tae rise of oi'ineo . ?o tae ■ simple reason that tae main pro! leu. is 
not the nr) ce but tae food Itself. As for many- weeks t ire was practi- 
cably neitiur a. a it nor Vu : t er available In saoos li, .isn't wuetha 


i too rre . ent .Is cousin to buy one kll 03 rau.ro of : 

3ausa ; . b :••.!' to y a ny -rice they asVei. Aft :-r two no rr: the 6 - us in. 
came back v ad and empty handed explaining taut ae couldn't get it any whir 
in tae who'll city, le felt very, embarrassed u n ; apologised mha •/ times, -but 
this was .ill ..-a c oul .1 . 10 . 

. Source .vent also himself ' to a few snoot gust to have ml look . 
.round an to buy something for his father and got xk the lmoreeslon 
that stores were practically empty, ha could not, nov. ever, explain 
one thin*. an 't that was. was. t the situation must nave bo«u under Stalin 
tab lag into consideration that living stand a rd -ir; or 2 dug to tae people, 
t'asr :• muca iron roved in recent years. 
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Actusl!”' , aortDrUiv- to what ! he wa« toll , •* l r.n •.. t.. :> years 
or i.o t .• 1. 1 v.:. r ion l-..: tnK respect was, ruth sr- st.ayno.nt ar.d "Xi i.aoe 
ev^o rats® xr.ssjsixe : 3 •res'C ive . This Is quits con is CL ve to j •* cl Inina, 
of Khrusac....-v ' s popularity although as it seemed os nive r enjoyed it 
if very ::uch. 
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Govme not'. ; tnat ?ve ry so -si: Any kilometers t he bus turned os&'f tne 
::i.a i n road and drove on tie sid a. Tnts was loses us a on tne main' road 
he sav oil lr f ..at look*.:: like sand streohin? for V Horn ite'rs . He asked 
a v.* ©ip. an ."it Maty in front of him; whether taey were building a .new road 
because t h e r s was so rruc . • sand. T’re woman bent" closer to bin, and 
w, lisps re 1 : "3a 7 2 -a. bettor look, this is not sand but woe at" and Source 
.noticed t.earr in her eyas. He out. his classes on and realized that it 
was really a M wheat. He was snaked by that ,' moreover talnklnw of rain 
and tnoui.* it i nis was cart of explanation why peonle were starving. 

.Source also saw from his bus, on the wav r here an i V acV , cattl 
on pastures. The cattle was so meager and poor that bourne tfcu 5 at that 
in awe' isn to 3 people would be sentenced fRxxiix to life prison for such 
a ml st raat.i eat of poor animals. 

10. h'D RLIl'T . The people were rather poorly info .use si about . 

International events and also about Berlin. They don't think there will 
be a war about Berlin an.1 rather expect that the «est will xl've- In. 
Source also noticed that Germans are still not liked among toe copu- 
lation. " ‘ 

11. t AI :: IZA TI ON ANJ RU S 5IPI CATION . Karnes of streets are 

marked In Ukrainian , only come .of them are in both languages, Ukrainian 
and Russian. In streets and shops Source heard, however very often 
Russian son ’ran and his impression was that the average "respecta'- le" 
city Inhabitant seemed somewhat ashamed to speak Ukrainian and Preferred 
to use Russian. ' 

On t he other hand according to what Source was told, the 
country-.- L ;e is gel tin _ raol 31y .'Ukrainized ■dt'eplte trie fact that after 
the war it was almost overflooded with Russian element who ocupled- 
most, of aiml cietrativa posts and schools. 

i..-.:. Pc j -j.iiO A 1 P ,j i, o . There are only fev. Poles and dews. The 
• regime increased, recently the preassurs on Jews and because of various 
bl .• c ivtua r ivj trials created almost some sort, of panlok amoig the Jewish 
population. Source did not think that Jews enjoy anv particular 
sympathy on the part of t ie population but rather latter 3 attitude 
has neutral . The reason for this is that most jews Installed themeelves 
in various uon.eroial institution and are much better o If then the others 

The attityflg gf t ££9 population towards the Pokes is. very 
hostile. Poles are xaxxiSsxsa to be. "aeksoty" (agents of the KGB) • 

■and tnanv of t h an- are. 


Source hi me si I was aproached by a Pole vno asked • l.wi what 
did ho t.h ■■)'.: a]\T.)t a dozen or *0 Argentinian .families of Ukrainian 
descent who returns! to WOHLYNI A. Frett.v soon they were very d isabointetd: 
anl tried to "o all they could to get back to Argentina. However, only 
those born in A rgentina were let out, tne others had to stAy in the 
Ukraine. Source answered ;taey asked for It, because nobod v told them 
to come to tne Ukraine. ... 


-A- 


•t \->4 pol? ask?d Source whether- o.e spoke Polish and after 
letters confirmation, proposed to soeak in Polish. Source re oiled that 
he prefer re * to coeak in Ukrainian and the Pole left him. 

.../non Source told his cousin about this conversation later an 
the latter comment? i " they all are si ike and even now cref/er to sneak 
Russian lost 3 ad of Ukrainian". It was Sources understanding that Just 
because of the hoc tile, attitude to all Ukrainian# an] readiness to 
serve toe Russians, tn^^bles are not liked by the 'population. 

I 

15. UKRAIN IANS . Aft eft-arrival of the Soviet Army in 1944-1945 
tner.e •..■as a mass "terror against "Ukrainian liberation movement and 
Ukrainians in general . In 1945 all families that war?, connected with 
the UPA were liquidated and oracti&Aly all active Ukrainian element • 
deDorted to Siberia. As one man put it this was a real "Sodoma and 
Gomora". Administration and Kolaoaps were almost completely in hands 
of Russians and Ukrainians from the Eastern Ukraine. The situation in 
this respect somewhat changed in favor of Ukrainians still before 
Stalin's death, and remateaciy tmproaved in 1953-56. 

There are still strong memories of the UPA struggle and. many 
stories ana legends are still oirculatlng among the population. The 
UPA is generally spoken of as great boys who gave he i 1 to both, Germans 


tnere \;aa a mass terr 
Ukrainians In -••e/.eral 


and Russians. Source Sid not hear anybody complaining 


-out the JPA. 


14 . Tr X I / RATION ♦ Tne oeonle know about emigration and are* 
inclined to ex aerate its activities and influence in the 'West. The most 
nopula r person ’from tae West is Canadian Premier .John Dlefenbaker. They 
talk about, him as of a real friend of the Ukrainian people. 


People in ROVMO knew about uxiutBSiiBX assassination of 
L. Rebet and 1. Bandera but. did not know who oersonaly killed them. 

1-. KOWTL. Source only passed through tne city on his way 
there and back. The city seemed to ; be' rebuild, in particular the new 
RR station was quite impreslve. 

16. CU S'l/Qt'jS CONTROL . In BREST LITOVSK at the customs the first 
t ling Source was ask jd was whether he had any literature. The same. 


happened on hi © »>ay back. After hie arrival from AARSAV/ Source had many 
suitcases full of textiles and other £ "gifts" for his father. The 
customs officer raid little attention to tne items on top of the suit- 
cases but out his hand to the cut tom checking on what was there. 

The documentation and customs control at BREST LITOVSK was 
tne only one Source had in the Ukraine. At no other Ukrainian place 
was he checked on his id entity or banyaae. 
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Id. Ill i. AR S-<Vw . Source 'stayed in Vnareaw for two days, /a 1 
" Our Vv'ord" (Ukrainian paoer published In Warsaw) and. had a . 

friendly, chat with members of the editorial staff and tne 
it. or BORDEN SKY I who is also tb om k'GHL^KIA. They complained to 
hat- Ukrainian emigration in tne free world called them 
s an' 1 doesn't want to have anything to do v. itn them not even 
ng eventual mat 2 rial support, c tnr.ul tenuously til ? So vs considered 
altera of Motherland" and so they are between the devel and the 
s sea. Thev assured Source that they are- as oo ’> Ukrainian 


anvro .• 


else and their only purpose is to ser-’e their own 


T'i. rfv com -'la In-id about insufficient finances at their . -1 Ispo-sall 
Tney cal'* e 1 it a real misery (" slydol") The y i r.vs no ho In from 
anybody vith c> mention of some donation if rom time to time : fro'® • 
anonymous-' people in the Ukraine , sometimes amounting ut> to several 
thou:' ..id s z 1 o t / : . 7 . u : c .. ' e imcress Ion was that -.some people organize 

on their own collections In toe Ukraine and send at dotations to the', 
paper . Similar dotations are also coming from time to time from 
Ukr a i n 1 an e in P w land . 

IS. .'I llKY I I N WAR 3.0. VISSFYI had a very lad reception in 
WARSAW . Th h .1 ’ vac full uo ’out ae soon as he ap neared o.ud started 
to speak in lus lan instead of Ukrainian all very shocked. Neither.- 
Poles n r mojsov ->r Ukrainians expected him to talk in Russian 7 on 
a uc .1 an occasion. Alt were very disappointed and since then he was 
actually boycotted. Practically nobody aolauued performances though 
these were really excellent. "Our 'lord" restricted Itself to the 
necessary mlnlmun coverage, so did also Polish papers. Some of Polish i 
papers did >rt even mention it. 

19. Source subscribed to "Our ’Word " himself and. for three friends 
of his in Sweden , Lncl. U. !!e also left- Zloty 1,000. > ' am dotation. 


It was H ’ £ Impression that Source had many friends in V^rsax not only 
In the editorial board but also in general , of both nationalities, 


Ukrainians and Poles. 
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